WHAT YOUR STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LEARNING TO INFER
When it comes to comprehension, readers and writers are both an essential part of the team.  

Writers leave things out because they understand that readers bring prior knowledge to the story or informational text.  Writers don’t want to bore or insult readers.  (Sometimes they even misunderstand or misjudge readers.)
When writers follow the advice, “Show, don’t tell,” they have to assume readers will fill in the gaps.

Readers ask themselves questions, and when they don’t find explicit answers in the text, they know it’s time to infer (make a good guess or “read between the lines”).

Readers predict—and as they read on, they note whether or not their predictions were correct.
As readers become more skillful, they automatically activate their prior knowledge, which helps them be smart about clues.

· They understand that stories usually have a main character or characters and some lesser characters.

· They understand text convention signals—titles, headers, boldface.
· They understand that in stories, main characters often want something or have a problem to solve in the beginning.
· They understand that main characters often grow and change from the start of a story to the end.

· They understand that in stories characters often try and fail.
· They understand that writers have ways of shining a spotlight on what is going to later be important.

