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Fire on the Mountain (Simon & Schuster), picture book, Ethiopian folktale

**Alternate Selection of Children's Book of the Month Club; starred review in SLJ
Trouble (Harcourt), picture book, Eritrean folktale

**"Time and place will prove no barrier to kids' identification with an inadvertent mischief-maker."  (The Bulletin)

Only A Pigeon (Simon & Schuster) available new on amazon.com from downhomebooks

**Africa Association Book for Young Readers award.  Parents' Choice Gold Award.

**Here, finally, is a picture book about an African boy who lives in a city.  In well-crafted, sometimes lyrical language and visual images, his life is made very real." (School Library Journal)

 The Storyteller's Beads (Harcourt), novel set in Ethiopia, Sudan, and Israel.

**Starred review, School Library Journal.

**"This exquisitely crafted, sparely told tale of courage and friendship is an outstanding first novel." (Children's Literature)

**"An original, powerful story [of] two endangered girls, who are richly portrayed." (Kirkus)

I'm Sorry, Almira Ann (Henry Holt), young novel set on the Oregon Trail.

**”Historical tidbits of pioneer life are peppered throughout the text, adding detail without bogging down the plot…a perfect title for exploring pioneer life before jumping into Laura Ingalls Wilder’s longer “Little House” books.” (School Library Journal)

River Friendly,River Wild (Simon & Schuster), picture book about the Red River Valley flood

**Starred reviews in Booklist and School Library Journal
**“The beautifully articulate poems chronicle the loss of a good neighborhood…A book that belongs on every shelf in buildings up and down the country's riverways." (Kirkus)

**Golden Kite award for best picture book text, Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators


Far Away Home (Harcourt, 2000), picture book set in the U.S. in an immigrant family.

**Starred reviews School Library Journal, Booklist, Publisher’s Weekly
**”Like Allen Say’s Grandfather’s Journey (1993), this picture book captures the immigrant experience when generations live far apart and even happy family life is mixed with longing for ‘back home.’”(Booklist, starred review)

Jakarta Missing (Greenwillow, 2001), novel set in East Africa and the US.

**”Jane Kurtz's delightful, original novel stars worrywart Dakar, a very human, very well-read, very bright girl with a richly textured imagination and fascinating fresh perspectives on Midwestern life…Heartily recommended.” (Amazon.com 2001 Editors' Choice Children's Books 9-12).

Water Hole Waiting (Greenwillow, 2002), picture book set on the African savanna

**Junior Library Guild selection and School Library Journal “Best Book” of 2002

**”It's lyrical and liquid, bringing the savanna to life right off the page.”  (Grand Forks Herald)

**”A gem for writing teachers.”  Starred review, School Library Journal

Rain Romp (Greenwillow), picture book about stomping away a grouchy day

**”The simple, physical words and the vibrant gouache and watercolor illustrations express a broad range of emotions, and the poetic rhythm of this energetic story rings true.”  Booklist

**”When a young girl awakens to a gray and dreary day, she is beyond grouch until she ventures outside with her family to play in the rain.”  New Jersey Pick of the Decade NJSL
Bicycle Madness (Henry Holt), young middle grade historical novel set in Evanston, Illinois

**”Told in Lillie’s distinctive voice, the novel is sprinkled liberally with details of life at the turn of the 19th century….A flavorful slice of historical fiction.”  School Library Journal

**”Kurtz packs a surprising amount of history and drama into this agreeable, easily read story, including parallel accomplishments by girl and woman.”  Horn Book

Saba  (American Girl) available new on amazon.com from downhomebooks.

**”Kurtz keeps the pages turning….It's gratifying that a title this well written and culturally sensitive is now available since there are so few good novels about Africa, and especially Ethiopia, that provide a sense of the rich history in that part of the world.”  School Library Journal

**”Saba's strong first-person voice and brave adventures will hook many readers.”  Booklist

****Africa Association Book for Young Readers award, 2004.

Memories of Sun: Stories of Africa and America (Greenwillow) short story collection

**”[A] riveting collection….Whether tender, adventurous, or heart-wrenching, these poems and stories stir readers to experience Africa--its pain and its beauty.” Kirkus (starred review)

**”Providing sharp, contrasting images of splendor and strife, these selections will reverberate in readers’ minds.”  Publisher’s Weekly (starred)
**”Each selection stands alone as a richly inviting read, and yet taken together, they make up a whole that is larger than the sum of its parts, making the world we live in seem bigger and yet more intimate at the same time.”  The Bulletin (starred)

The Feverbird’s Claw (Greenwillow) fantasy novel

** “From the riveting first sentence to the exultant final exclamation, Kurtz interweaves meticulous world-building, thrilling exploits and moments of transcendent wonder.”  Kirkus

**”Kurtz has created an elaborate fantasy world filled with danger, beauty, and conflict….this intriguing story with its strong heroine will appeal to fantasy fans.”  School Library Journal

In the Small, Small Night (Greenwillow) picture book with two immigrant siblings from Ghana

**”A strong addition to any collection, this book is a must-buy for communities with African immigrant families.”  School Library Journal
**”Kurtz beautifully captures the way an age-old oral tradition emerges in the lilting, playful cadences of Abena’s voice.”  Publishers Weekly

**”Using stories she heard from a friend in Ghana, Kurtz weaves them into a lovely story about wisdom and perseverance.”  Kirkus, starred review

Do Kangaroos Wear Seatbelts?  (Dutton)  picture book about safety and family love

**”A perfect read for the pell-mell toddler who is sometimes frustrated by the safety measures imposed by loving adults.”  Kirkus
Two Level One easy-to-read biographies:  Johnny Appleseed and Mr. Bones both from S&S Aladdin (fall 2004)

