READING ELEMENTS THAT MAKE WRITING SPARKLE
Rhythm
“Mom, if we were kangaroos, would I have to wear a seat belt when you took me for a hopping, hopping ride?”  (Do Kangaroos Wear Seatbelts?)

When you read a text that has a beat, encourage students to clap it out with you. Or hop it out.  Or sing it. Plant the idea that rhythm makes for interesting sentences.
Rhyme

Dad builds a fire that cracks and clicks,/nibbles the middles out of sticks./We hold our fingers to the strands./The warmth leaps out and licks our hands.”  Rain Romp

Wait!  Mama grabs his paw.  Stay away from Hippo’s yawning jaws.  (Water Hole Waiting)

Rhyme is one of those almost irresistible invitations to literacy, so make the most of it as you read a book aloud.  Then write some of the sentences on the board or a chart.  Underline spelling patterns that create rime.  Show students that they can use these patterns to make good guesses at words they want to use in their writing.

Alliteration 
Dawdle duckling…Dawdles and dreams


Preens and plays


Splashes and spins


Dunks and dips


Looks and leaps.  Dawdle Duckling by Toni Buzzeo

Concentrate first on the fun of reading playful words.  Then write the word pairs on a chart or a board, and show that writers play with repeating starting sounds.  Try using repeating sounds in a class story, perhaps about an animal (lazy lion; timid turtle).
Assonance

“Clap your hands for Johnny Chapman.”  (Johnny Appleseed)

After students have clapped out the end of this book, show them that writers sometimes play with repeating middle sounds--“assonance.”  Whether or not you use that term, celebrate the pleasure of repeating sounds in books and (when you see it) in student writing.

