STRONG READERS/STRONG WRITERS

· Teaching students to weave the five senses into their writing helps them to make sensory connections when reading, which aids with comprehension.
· Teaching students to take the approach “show, don’t tell” helps them to understand that a good author does not spell everything out and counts on readers to be able to infer, one of the most crucial skills for reading comprehension.
· Teaching students to flesh out broad statements with supporting details and examples helps them to look for those same patterns as they read informational books and articles, an important skill for reading comprehension.
· Teaching students the joy and excitement of incorporating juicy words and lyrical language into their writing gives them the fascination with words that helps motivate decoding skills that are vital to reading comprehension.
· Teaching students to craft logical beginnings, middles, and ends--and play around with different possible patterns--helps them with prediction skills when they read.

· Teaching students to play with similes, metaphors, alliteration, and other figures of speech in their own writing helps them recognize such imagery when they read.

· Teaching students to use their memories and observations in their writing can help them remember to pay attention to repeating themes, types of characters, settings, and writing styles (that come from memories and observations of) the authors they are reading, which helps build and activate background knowledge/schema.
· Teaching students to use strong, precise language to create word pictures helps them create vivid pictures in their minds as they read, which aids with comprehension.
· Teaching students to craft well-built sentences teaches them to decipher more complex sentences as they read.

· Sharing with students the enthusiasm and joy of writing…a passion for books, words, and stories…gives them a big piece of the incentive they need to do the hard work of creating wonderful first drafts and polishing first drafts until they shine.

