Putting Traits and Process Together
Good questions and activities for pre-writing
Draw a map of your house and yard.  Use an x to mark the spots where you might have a story to tell.  (Model this for them.)

I think you might be able to zoom in even more—maybe on just one sister this time.
Do you think you’ll use mostly details in it that come from your own memory?  Here’s a picture that might help you with details as you write about that idea.  Study the salamander for a while to get some good observation details in your head. 
Draw a hand.  Use each finger to jot down details related to the five senses.

You had us all laughing when you told about x.  See if you can write in that funny voice.
Good questions, comments, and activities for drafts

Don’t worry about getting it right the first time.  First drafts are meant to be sloppy copy!
If you get stuck, see if your writing partner sees a spot for you to add more details.
Don’t forget to consult our list of interesting movement words and use at least one.
Try timed writing.  Try: “Today, we’re going to stretch our writing stamina.”  Try writing to music.  Write about numbers, about class animals, about field trips.  Cook + write.
Today, we’re going to let John Author be our writing teacher.  We’re going to borrow his organization plan/some of his juicy words/his first sentence.
Good questions, comments, and activities for revising  (Up with sloppy copy!)
Focus in on your beginning with your writing group.  Brainstorm ways you might add spice.  Let’s think together about other possible endings besides “the end.”
I like the way you pulled us into the experience with the sense of touch, here.  Have you ever touched anything else that felt like that?  As orange as what?  Did the way x moved remind you of the way any animal moves?  It’s fine to just cross that out.
Use this marker to highlight the first word in every sentence.  Do you have variety? 
Your voice in this sentence is funny.  Is there another place to let us hear your voice?

I’ll bet you can think of a more interesting/specific/sparkling/juicy word right here.

