Before the flood,

the sandbags in my driveway

looked big and white.

They felt like bean bags.

Riding in the car,

away from the flood,

I ate Pop Tarts.

They tasted like fruit.

After the flood,

the carpet in the basement

smelled like sour glue.

I heard my dad pulling it up.

The sound was like firecrackers.

I went out into the street

and touched an orange cone.

It felt smooth as a slimy fish

with bumpy tape on it.

My parents told me not to touch it

but 

I wanted to keep it.

Amy

The most amazing thing I’ve ever seen

is my cat jump from the garage roof,

meowing a million times.

He lands in my arms when I’m not looking.

Then he runs after a striped gopher.

My cat is gray and black.

He has blue eyes that glow in the dark.

Touching my cat feels like putting my hands

in a big bowl of pudding.

He smells like sweat.

Suzy

The most amazing thing I’ve ever seen

is when I went with my dad

to see the waterfalls in Duluth.

The water falls are big

and when we got close,

the water pecked us.

The water was cold, and I stayed there too long.

I got wet.

The falling water sounded like a cat digging in the garbage

and cans dropping.                                                                 Amber

The Most Amazing Thing I’ve Ever Seen

One time, the sun was out and it was raining.

It sounded like a bunch of balls falling on the car.

It smelled like mud, the mud on the road.

When we finally got to a hotel, I could feel the drops on my face.

I stuck out my tongue, and they tasted like water and mud.

Angela

The most amazing thing I ever saw was the Grand Canyon.
It looks like a big crack that goes all the way around the world.

At the bottom, people look like ants and sound like mice.

The edge feels rough and sharp, like a stone in the field.

It smells like the forest.

Christopher

The most amazing thing I’ve ever seen is baby snapping turtles hatching.

I felt them.  The shell on their back was smooth as banana skin. 

In the egg shell, the turtles felt very smooth like round marbles.

When they were coming out of the shell, they sounded like a hammer

tapping on a nail. 

They don’t snap when they are babies.

If they ever do, it feels like lead poking a little on your finger.

Kyle

The most amazing thing I’ve ever seen

is a cow having a calf.

First it gets fat.

It lies down and has the baby on the ground.

The baby is yellow when it gets out,

but the mother licks that stuff off the calf

with her long tongue.

Then the cow has the after-birth.

If the calf starts to freeze, we bring it in the basement.

Michael

The most amazing thing I ever saw

Was a bat fly through my house.

It was as black as the seed in an apple.

It had wings that looked like twigs with skin around them.

When the wings were in, the bat was as small as a baby chick.

It was flapping swiftly like a blanket on a clothesline on a windy day.

The bat was as fast as a football soaring through the air.

It made piercing noises like nails going across the blackboard.

When I got close, I saw

It was as furry as the antenna of a caterpillar.

Michelle

The most amazing thing I ever saw

is a dolphin.

It’s bluish gray

and it moves like the water.

Ana

The most amazing thing I ever saw was a hot air balloon.

It smelled like fire.

It was seven stories high.

It sounded like a bus blowing up.

The balloon looked like a big green light bulb.

We saw it land, coming down like a dinosaur’s foot.

Cale
The most amazing thing I ever saw

was a salamander

with its greasy, green skin.

Its back is soft.

I also saw a cave with bats.

In the night time, the bats

came swooshing out of the cave

looking blacker than the night.

Cassie

